We take great pride in remembering the VMF-115 Veterans who served in Korea. Prior to
its Korean War assignment, in 1949 VMF-115 was the first Marine Corps squadron
equipped with Grumman F9F-2 Panther jets, and in 1950, the first Marine squadron to
carrier qualify all 18 pilots aboard the USS Roosevelt.
The squadron then deployed to Pohang, Korea, for combat operations in February 1952.
Throughout the Korean War, VMF-115 expended more ordnance than any other Marine
jet fighter squadron. A total of 15,350 flight hours were logged on 9,250 combat sorties
with a price of 19 aircraft lost. Six pilots were lost with their aircraft in a single day and a
total of 14 pilots were killed in action. Close air support was provided by VMF-115 in
battles such as Bunker Hill, The Hook, Reno, Carson-Elko, Vegas, Berlin, East Berlin, and
the Marines famous battle at the Chosin Reservoir.
Following the signing of the Armistice on July 27, 1953 the Able Eagles would remain in
Korea for another 21 months.
Just think of the number of Marines who served with 115 from the time the unit arrived in
Korea in February 1952 until the squadron departed in April 1955. Many of the men who
served in the combat zone would go on to become career Marines, the NCOs and Officers
that the next generation would be privileged to work with side-by-side at the airfields in
Vietnam. Their Korean experience proved very helpful in many stressful situations.
VMF-115 gets a note in most Korean War history books thanks to Major John F. Bolt.
While on temporary exchange duty with the Fifth Air Force (flying the F-86 Sabre), he
shot down six MIG-15’s becoming the Marine Corps’ only jet ace.
There many, many resources for Marine Aviation involvement in the Korean War. I
would like to point out this internet site:
The Homepage:
http://www.koreanwar.org/
The VMF-115 link:
http://www.koreanwar.org/html/units/usmc/vmf115.htm
These few pages are but a small token to a group of Marines who deserve so much more
for your dedication to duty 65 years ago. We will always remember your past
accomplishments and the excellent record you left in the VMFA-115 History Book.
Thanks and Semper Fi from the VMFA-115 Reunion Association.
Van McCarty
Chairman
Thanks to the squadron’s current Commanding Officer, Lt. Col. Shannon Brown, for
the following letter in recognition of our Korean Veterans.

Insignia when the squadron left Cherry Point.

Patch from Korea
(Insignia above w/115 and Panther [reference to jet] added to top)

Lighter belonging to the late Capt. Norman I. Frederickson

Coffee Mug courtesy of Neal Simon

And finally, a few flicks from those years….

